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TOWNSHIP OF SHALER
BALLFIELD

RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.  PURPOSE
The purpose of establishing written rules and regulations for the use of Township Field areas is as follows:

A) The Township must balance the interests of the users of fields and parks within the Township and
the interests of abutting property owners.

B) The Township needs to protect itself from undue risk exposure which could result in costly
litigation, damages and increased insurance premiums.

C)  The Township needs to maintain its facilities in a cost effective manner.

2.  GENERAL RULES

A) No holder of any permit shall harass, threaten or otherwise remove or cause to remove
any resident from any Township park.  Any and all disputes and or disturbances are to be
handled by the Police Department (492-2222 or dial 911).

B)  The consumption of alcoholic beverages is expressly prohibited in any Township park.

C)  Field permit holders shall make certain that the field, park and parking area are
maintained in a clean and neat condition.  All permit holders are responsible for the
removal of litter.

D)  Permit holders must obey speed limits in the areas leading to park access roads and
    public roads in the area of Township fields.  Any speeding complaints registered by
    residents in the area, where the offense can be verified to be related to a particular
     team(s) entering or exiting the park areas, will result in one warning letter to the permit
          holder.  The second complaint received will result in suspension of the permit.

3. ADULT TEAMS - FIELD PERMIT PROCESS AND FEES

A) Permit fees for adult teams are $150.00 per season.  Adult teams requesting a field permit
must notify the Manager's office in writing of their season schedule indicating the
number of time slots they wish to reserve and attach payment by check or money order
payable to theTownshipofShaler.  Payment must be received prior to your first
scheduled game on that field or your field assignment may be forfeited.

B) A full team roster including names and addressees shall be attached to the field request.
50% Township residency is required for consideration of field allocation.



4. YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS/LITTLE LEAGUES FIELD PERMIT PROCESS

A) Little League Associations, youth teams (with participants under the age of 18) and the
Shaler Soccer Club shall not be charged for use of any Township Fields.  These groups
must submit their field requests in writing to the Township Manager's office, indicating
the number of time slots and the fields they wish to reserve.

5. FIELD MAINTENANCE - DRAGGING AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS

A) The Township and the field users shall work in a cooperative manner to maintain the fields and to
keep them in a safe and playable condition, with concern and respect for the affects of such
activities on abutting property owners.  If there is any conflict with respect to any proposed
maintenance or improvement on the facility, or dragging of same, the Township Manager
shall decide as to the course of action.  No work other than routine maintenance may be done
without prior permission of the Township Manager's office.

   B) The Township fields will be dragged by Township recreation department personnel twice
    each week.

   C) When standing water is present on any Township field, dragging of the field is not
  permitted.  If dragging is absolutely necessary, use only a light screen drag and proceed
  from the base line in towards the pitcher's mound.  For specific problem areas, dig a
  small hole in the field, bucket or siphon water from the hole, refill and use field condition
    on top.

D)     Steel beam and chain link fence drags are not permitted on fields

E)      Do not broom dirt and mud onto grassy areas.

F)     Extreme damage to fields will result in the responsible team(s) or their sponsoring league to cover
      the costs of repair.  Please use responsible decision making on field maintenance.  If the field
          conditions are too wet, please cancel the game.

G)  The Township will make every effort to accommodate special needs of the adult teams
          regarding rescheduling of games canceled due to rain out.

6. PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS AND TOWNSHIP NOISE ORDINANCE
VIOLATIONS

A)  The use of all public address systems, radios, stereos and any other sound amplification
   device shall be used in a manner consistent with theTownshipofShaler Code, Chapter
   158.  Ballfield permit holders shall be responsible for making themselves familiar with
    all provisions of this section of the Code.  In addition to any criminal penalties imposed
    by the violation of this Code by any and all permit holders, the Township reserves the
         right to take punitive action with regards to use of the facility.



7. HOURS OF USE FOR TOWNSHIP FIELDS FOR PRACTICE OR GAME ACTIVITY

A)   No organized practice or activity will be allowed on any Township field prior to
         9:00 A.M. on Saturday morning and 10:00 A.M. on Sunday.  Fields adjacent to church property

shall not have scheduled activities until 12:00 noon.  No game, practice or other activities will be
permitted to continue past 9:00 P.M., unless prior permission is obtained from the Township
Manager's office.

8. DEADLINE FOR FIELD REQUESTS AND REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR
PERMIT

A) Requests for fields for the current season must be received in the Township Manager's office no
later than February 1st and include the following information:
1.  Team name or organization
2.  Team roster (players names and complete addresses)
3.  Field(s) requested
4.  Day(s) and Times(s)
5.  Contact person with address, day and evening telephone numbers

If you find you will not be using the field assigned to your team, please call
486-9700, Ext. 211 so that we may reassign your slot.  Failure to use the field as assigned three (3) consecutive
times for any reason other than inclement weather will result in the withdrawal of this permit.

9. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

A) Proof of insurance certificates shall be provided to the Township prior to the
first scheduled game for all little leagues, youth associations and adult teams

B) The Township's insurance carrier has recommended a minimum of $500,000.00 each
occurrence /$1,000,000 aggregate to a maximum of $1,000,000 each ccurrence /$2,000,000
aggregate.

10. CRITERIA FOR MANAGER'S DISCRETION

A) The enforcement of any rule or regulation as stated above or any other Township policy,
ordinance, resolution or law, where the Manager is to rule on field usage, the Manager shall
consider the interest of abutting property owners to enjoy their property versus the use of the
athletic facility which is a privilege rather than a right.  The decision of the Manager shall be on a
case by case basis, and therefore he shall not be bound to precedent for either the waiving or
enforcement of any of these rules and regulations.(Example: due to the location of a field as to the
abutting property owners, permissible starting times on the Saturday or Sunday may
vary accordingly)



B) Decisions of the Manager may be appealed in writing to the Manager, who shall forward same to
the Parks and Recreation Committee.

11. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION

A) Upon validation of any complaint alleging violation, the Township Manager
may suspend any permit for such length of time as he may deem appropriate.

B) Any team found to be consuming alcoholic beverages on Township property
will lose their permit for the remainder of the season in which the violation
occurs.

C) Any team wishing to appeal a suspension of their permit shall submit such
request in writing to the Manager who shall forward same to the Parks and
Recreation Committee of theShaler TownshipBoard of Commissioners who
may lengthen, shorten or dismiss any suspension levied.

D) Any team who does not leave the field in acceptable condition will be given
the option of paying the costs or face suitable suspension.
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TOWNSHIP OF SHALER
BALLFIELD  
RULES AND REGULATIONS
 
1.  PURPOSE
The purpose of establishing written rules and regulations for the use of Township Field areas is as follows:
 
         A)          The Township must balance the interests of the users of fields and parks within the Township and                  the interests of abutting property owners.
 
         B)         The Township needs to protect itself from undue risk exposure which could result in costly                  litigation, damages and increased insurance premiums.
 
         C)           The Township needs to maintain its facilities in a cost effective manner.
 
2.  GENERAL RULES
 
         A)         No holder of any permit shall harass, threaten or otherwise remove or cause to remove                  any resident from any Township park.  Any and all disputes and or disturbances are to be
                  handled by the Police Department (492-2222 or dial 911).
 
         B)           The consumption of alcoholic beverages is expressly prohibited in any Township park.
 
         C)  Field permit holders shall make certain that the field, park and parking area are                  maintained in a clean and neat condition.  All permit holders are responsible for the                  removal of litter.
 
         D)  Permit holders must obey speed limits in the areas leading to park access roads and             public roads in the area of Township fields.  Any speeding complaints registered by             residents in the area, where the offense can be verified to be related to a particular              team(s) entering or exiting the park areas, will result in one warning letter to the permit                   holder.  The second complaint received will result in suspension of the permit.
 
3.         ADULT TEAMS - FIELD PERMIT PROCESS AND FEES
 
         A)         Permit fees for adult teams are $150.00 per season.  Adult teams requesting a field permit                  must notify the Manager's office in writing of their season schedule indicating the                  number of time slots they wish to reserve and attach payment by check or money order                  payable to theTownshipofShaler.  Payment must be received prior to your first                  scheduled game on that field or your field assignment may be forfeited.
 
         B)         A full team roster including names and addressees shall be attached to the field request.                    50% Township residency is required for consideration of field allocation.
 
4.         YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS/LITTLE LEAGUES FIELD PERMIT PROCESS
 
         A)         Little League Associations, youth teams (with participants under the age of 18) and the                  Shaler Soccer Club shall not be charged for use of any Township Fields.  These groups                  must submit their field requests in writing to the Township Manager's office, indicating                  the number of time slots and the fields they wish to reserve.
 
5.         FIELD MAINTENANCE - DRAGGING AND OTHER          IMPROVEMENTS
 
         A)         The Township and the field users shall work in a cooperative manner to maintain the fields and to                  keep them in a safe and playable condition, with concern and respect for the affects of such                  activities on abutting property owners.  If there is any conflict with respect to any proposed                  maintenance or improvement on the facility, or dragging of same, the Township Manager                           shall decide as to the course of action.  No work other than routine maintenance may be done                  without prior permission of the Township Manager's office.  
 
   B)         The Township fields will be dragged by Township recreation department personnel twice                      each week.  
 
   C)         When standing water is present on any Township field, dragging of the field is not           permitted.  If dragging is absolutely necessary, use only a light screen drag and proceed           from the base line in towards the pitcher's mound.  For specific problem areas, dig a           small hole in the field, bucket or siphon water from the hole, refill and use field condition             on top. 
 
         D)     Steel beam and chain link fence drags are not permitted on fields
 
         E)      Do not broom dirt and mud onto grassy areas.
 
         F)     Extreme damage to fields will result in the responsible team(s) or their sponsoring league to cover               the costs of repair.  Please use responsible decision making on field maintenance.  If the field                   conditions are too wet, please cancel the game. 
 
         G)  The Township will make every effort to accommodate special needs of the adult teams                   regarding rescheduling of games canceled due to rain out.
 
6.         PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEMS AND TOWNSHIP NOISE ORDINANCE         VIOLATIONS
 
         A)  The use of all public address systems, radios, stereos and any other sound amplification            device shall be used in a manner consistent with theTownshipofShaler Code, Chapter            158.  Ballfield permit holders shall be responsible for making themselves familiar with             all provisions of this section of the Code.  In addition to any criminal penalties imposed             by the violation of this Code by any and all permit holders, the Township reserves the                           right to take punitive action with regards to use of the facility.
 
 
7.         HOURS OF USE FOR TOWNSHIP FIELDS FOR PRACTICE OR GAME ACTIVITY
 
         A)   No organized practice or activity will be allowed on any Township field prior to                  9:00 A.M. on Saturday morning and 10:00 A.M. on Sunday.  Fields adjacent to church property                  shall not have scheduled activities until 12:00 noon.  No game, practice or other activities will be                  permitted to continue past 9:00 P.M., unless prior permission is obtained from the Township                  Manager's office.
 
8.         DEADLINE FOR FIELD REQUESTS AND REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR         PERMIT
 
         A)         Requests for fields for the current season must be received in the Township Manager's office no                  later than February 1st and include the following information:
                  1.  Team name or organization
                  2.  Team roster (players names and complete addresses)
                  3.  Field(s) requested
                  4.  Day(s) and Times(s)
                  5.  Contact person with address, day and evening telephone numbers
 
If you find you will not be using the field assigned to your team, please call486-9700, Ext. 211 so that we may reassign your slot.  Failure to use the field as assigned three (3) consecutive times for any reason other than inclement weather will result in the withdrawal of this permit.
 
9.         INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
 
         A)         Proof of insurance certificates shall be provided to the Township prior to the                  first scheduled game for all little leagues, youth associations and adult teams
 
         B)         The Township's insurance carrier has recommended a minimum of $500,000.00 each                  occurrence /$1,000,000 aggregate to a maximum of $1,000,000 each ccurrence /$2,000,000                  aggregate.
 
10.         CRITERIA FOR MANAGER'S DISCRETION
 
         A)         The enforcement of any rule or regulation as stated above or any other Township policy,                  ordinance, resolution or law, where the Manager is to rule on field usage, the Manager shall                  consider the interest of abutting property owners to enjoy their property versus the use of the                  athletic facility which is a privilege rather than a right.  The decision of the Manager shall be on a                  case by case basis, and therefore he shall not be bound to precedent for either the waiving or                  enforcement of any of these rules and regulations.(Example: due to the location of a field as to the                  abutting property owners, permissible starting times on the Saturday or Sunday may                   vary accordingly)
 
 
 
 
         B)         Decisions of the Manager may be appealed in writing to the Manager, who shall forward same to                  the Parks and Recreation Committee.
 
11.         PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION
 
         A)         Upon validation of any complaint alleging violation, the Township Manager                  may suspend any permit for such length of time as he may deem appropriate.
 
         B)         Any team found to be consuming alcoholic beverages on Township property                  will lose their permit for the remainder of the season in which the violation                  occurs.
 
         C)         Any team wishing to appeal a suspension of their permit shall submit such                  request in writing to the Manager who shall forward same to the Parks and                  Recreation Committee of theShaler TownshipBoard of Commissioners who                  may lengthen, shorten or dismiss any suspension levied.
 
         D)         Any team who does not leave the field in acceptable condition will be given                  the option of paying the costs or face suitable suspension.
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