                         Shaler Township Planning Commission Meeting – May 16, 2016
  

SHALER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

May 16, 2016
The Regular Meeting of the Shaler Township Planning Commission was held on May 16, 2016, at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Piekarski called the meeting to order.  Ms. Re called the roll as follows:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT:   David H. Piekarski, Howard Abel, Matthew Thiel, Terence J. Brown, Gregory Greiff, Chip Pearson and Drew Gerst, Liaison Member
ABSENT:  Conrad Wagner
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER:  Matthew Sebastian
BUILDING CODE OFFICIAL/ZONING OFFICER:  Robert Vita

RECORDING SECRETARY:  Noreen A. Re

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 18, 2016

Motion to approve made by Mr. Thiel and seconded by 
Mr. Greiff. 

Motion carries – 6 to 0

REPORT OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING:
May 10, 2016 
Mr. Piekarski was in attendance at the meeting and reported that the Board approved the Shaler Titan track and field renovations in the 4th Ward.




OLD BUSINESS: 
Site Development – Shaler Area School District – New Rogers Primary School – Scott Avenue

Mr. Greer Hayden of HHSDR Architects was present on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. John Carly of HHSDR Architects was also present on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Sebastian indicated all of the review comments have been addressed at this point, and he had no further comments on anything that was submitted since the last meeting.  


Upon inquiry by Mr. Piekarski regarding maintenance of the wetlands, Mr. Hayden stated the area will be fenced during construction.  The fence will be removed after construction.  Regarding maintenance of the wetlands after construction, 
Mr. Hayden stated he would have the school district address the area with annual maintenance.         


Motion for final approval made by Mr. Greiff and seconded by Mr. Pearson.

Motion carries – 6 to 0

NEW BUSINESS - None

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Proposed Wind Turbine Ordinance


Mr. Harlan Stone, solicitor, was not available for this month’s meeting but would be available in June.  Mr. Pearson had sent an 
E-mail addressing concerns he had.  His first concern was the size of a windmill blocking the view from an adjoining residence.  
Mr. Piekarski stated the issue of the ordinance applying to residential property with a half-acre lot size was still being discussed.  If it did apply to residential property, also, it would be hard to not alter someone’s view.  There could be a restriction placed on height.  The height in the proposed ordinance is no higher than 45 feet at its highest point.  The diameter proposed is six feet.  It was mentioned at the last meeting it was decided to have it not apply to residential property, but by doing that it would eliminate a windmill on the Gentile property.


Upon inquiry by Mr. Thiel, Mr. Vita stated you can only get variances for zoning ordinances.  At this time the proposed wind turbine ordinance would be a standalone ordinance.  Mr. Vita also reminded the members that in order to get a variance, you need to show a hardship. Mr. Piekarski suggested increasing the required lot size.  The size of the Gentile property was discussed.  The intent on the Gentile property was one wind turbine per lot.  Mr. Vita suggested a corridor-type application like was done with the sign ordinance.  


Noise was discussed.  Mr. Vita stated 50 db would be equivalent to the sound of a lawn mower within 15-20 yards.  Portable generators would be louder than a wind turbine.  Wind turbines do not have any mechanical parts or engines.  Mr. Piekarski requested 

Mr. Vita find out the standard heights of wind turbines and let the Commission know.
           

Mr. Pearson also inquired as to whether there would be climb protection such as steps that start at 12 feet.  Mr. Thiel stated it would be fenced.  Height was discussed further.  For lots smaller than one-half acre, the systems shall be roof-mounted and cannot be higher than 45 feet above the ground.  Mr. Piekarski also indicated they were looking for a maximum speed to be specified.  


Regarding no TV, radio or other communication antenna should be affixed to the turbine, Mr. Vita stated that was covered under the telecommunications ordinance, but he would check with Mr. Stone to be sure.  Lighting requirements should be in both Section 5 and Section 14.  Regarding appearance, Mr. Vita again stated esthetics cannot be regulated.  Mr. Vita stated that would be another matter to address with the solicitor.


Identifying a minimum amount of insurance coverage was discussed.  Electromagnetic interference was discussed.  If it is connected to the electrical grid, Duquesne Light would do an inspection.  Specifying that the system is for the property owner’s individual usage and may not be rented or leased to a corporation or an individual was discussed.


It was reiterated that the Planning Commission was recommending industrial only and with the addition possibly of the 
Route 28/East Ohio corridors or Route 8/East Ohio corridors.  Since currently there are no restrictions for a large structure, there is a need to draft an ordinance.  Having an ordinance for both rotary and vertical axis turbines was mentioned.     



ADJOURNMENT:


Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Pearson and seconded by           Mr. Abel.

Motion carries – 6 to 0

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:04 P.M.



Terence J. Brown 

Secretary

Minutes prepared by Noreen A. Re, Certified Realtime Reporter.
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